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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative study was to explore the seawalls which were a
government development project, and the effects of the project on the way of life of
Ban Bo-it Community in Ko Taew Sub-district, Mueang District, Songkhla Province. In-
depth interviews were conducted with five primary key informants who were community
leader, and local residents, and two secondary key informants who were academic, and
government official involved in the project. Field data were collected through
participatory and non-participatory observations in addition to data collected from
related documents and research reports.

The results of the study revealed that government development projects that
are not based on the needs of the community affect the community directly and
indirectly, especially its environment and traditions. This is the same for Ban Bo-it
Community which is a community on the coast of Songkhla Lake where most people are
native fishers. In the past, the coastal and marine resources were abundant but
presently, these resources of Ban Bo-it Community have been deteriorating because of
the government development project which is the building of the seawalls to protect
the coast or to prevent waves. The sand beach that used to extend over 200 meters
into the sea has been damaged by erosion and the sand beach area has been greatly
reduced to the extent that there is almost no sand beach left to be seen at all in some
area. Local people have been troubled by the erosion problem and have to gradually
move their houses away from the coast. The government has built the seawalls to solve
the problem, but it does not tackle the root cause of the problem. As a result, the
problem of coastal erosion becomes more severe in the next areas, and more seawalls
will need to be built endlessly. The results of building seawalls include ugly coastal
scenery with garbage, beach covered with oil from oil spills, reduced amount of marine
animals, and less number of tourists. These changes have affected the way of life among
people in the community who have to adapt themselves for survival. In particular, they
have applied folk wisdom to raising fish in baskets; collected garbage brought in by
waves and sold it for money; and sent their children to work outside. As can be seen,
when development does not solve the problem correctly, the problem becomes worse,

and results in deterioration of the way of life among fishers in their culture and tradition.
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Therefore, conservation of their culture, tradition and wisdom should be supported and
promoted so that the way of life of native fishers that has existed for a long time will
continue.

Keywords: seawalls, the community’s way of life, Ban Bo-it
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